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Wesley Methodist Church 

Seremban 97th Anniversary 

Forty-three persons from differ-

ent denominations and various 

parts of Malaysia were indeed 

blessed by the Lord to embark 

on this trip to Israel and Jordan 

together with our spiritual 

leader, Rev Dr Anthony Loke, 

local guide, Jack G Halis, and 

Mrs Inbam Solomon of World 

Discovery Travel. The pilgrim’s 

prayer in the handout describes 

appropriately, ‘As we go on our 

way, go with us Lord Jesus! Go 

before us to show the way, be-

hind us to encourage us, beside 

us to befriend us, above us to 

watch over us, and within us to 

give us peace’. The group was 

blessed with smooth customs 

clearance and movement from 

place to place, clear skies yet 

shielded by a thin layer of cloud to 

give wonderful relief and protec-

tion from the searing temperatures 

of more than 35oC in some of the 

open wilderness tracks, good 

health and sustaining energy to 

enter into and follow the footprints 

of our Savior the Lord Jesus Christ 

On The Road To Jerusalem 

Pictorial: 

∗ Church Family Camp 

∗ Methodist Kindergar-

ten Easter Celebra-

tion 

∗ Church School Visit to 

Old Folks Home 

∗ The Holy Week Pass-

over Reflection 

Pastor’s MessagePastor’s MessagePastor’s Message 

“The grace of our Lord was 
poured out on me abun-
dantly along with the faith 
and love that are in Christ 
Jesus.” - 1 Timothy 1:14 
 
In the Apostle Paul’s life, espe-
cially in his epistles, one can 
discover that Paul never failed 
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There are pictorials of our church 

events and a book review. We 

also included 4 letters by Michael 

Ng to the STAR newspaper in this 

edition for your reading. 

 

I record my thanks to the publi-

cation and production team who 

deserve our praise for the hard-

work they put in in the publica-

tion. This edition would not have 

been possible without the enthu-

siasm and support of all the con-

tributors, to whom, I ask you to 

join me in thanking also, for their 

effort and time spent in writing 

their articles. 

Lastly, as we celebrate our 

church  97th Anniversary, let re-

member God’s grace and mercy 

that touch our church and our 

lives. The lyrics of Michael W 

Smith’s song said it well “And all 

these years, You've carried me. 

You've been my eyes when I 

could not see. And beauty grows 

in the driving rain. Your oil of 

gladness in the times of pain.”  

May God continue to shine His 

Grace abundantly upon Wesley 

Seremban. 

Michael W Smith’s “Your Grace 

Shines On Me” is one of those 

song that when you listen and 

reflect deeply, it will affect you 

greatly.  Truly this song and 

Paul’s letter to Timothy in 1 

Timothy 1:14 “The grace of 

our Lord was poured out on 

me abundantly, along with the 

faith and love that are in 

Christ Jesus” remind us that 

God is ever faithful and will be 

there always to lead and guide 

us.  

In our journey of faith, God’s 

grace continue to shines on 

us, as can be seen in the arti-

cles in this edition.  

Ms. Chai Siew Lin 

(a member of Jalan Imbi 

Chapel, KL) shared her reflec-

tions in the recent pilgrimage 

trip organized by members of 

our church to the Holy Land. 

Nelson Lim, the Captain of the 

1st Seremban Boy Brigade 

Company shared how by God’s 

grace, the 1st company was 

revived after 50 years. A true 

story of Grace by Angeline Ra-

joo Jiva will warm your heart 

and your will get to know 

more about what is Parenting 

Children Course by Kim Yap.  
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to be amazed at the wonderful grace of God, 
which is so abundantly poured out into his life. 
In his writings, Paul never ceased to thank God 
for this amazing grace. As a result of the grace 
of God, Paul testifies that he was filled with 
“faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.” This 
reminds us of the powerful hymn written by 
John Newton:  

 
“Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; was 

blind, but now I see.”  
 
Like Paul, John Newton began his life as a 
rough, debauched seaman. He was also en-
gaged in the wicked practices of trading slaves 
from West Africa to markets around the world. 
But, one day, by the grace of God, through a 
fierce storm at sea, a great fear came into 
Newton’s heart. He suddenly began to read 
The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a’ Kempis 
which eventually lead him through a genuine 
conversion and a radical transformation in his 
life. Newton wrote:  
  

“Twas grace that taught my heart to 
fear, and grace my fears relieved;  
How precious did that grace appear the 

hour I first believed.”    
 
What amazing grace! It was this hymn that 
ministered to my wretched soul in the early 
part of 1990s when I came to experience the 
rich amazing grace of God through Jesus 
Christ who was crucified and raised for me. It 
was a turning point in my life. It is the truth that 
anyone who “calls on the name of the Lord” will 
find forgiveness and grace. (cf. Romans 10:13) 
 
In this anniversary, we celebrate the Lord’s 
faithfulness, greatness and goodness in these 
97 years of unbroken grace of God in the life 

Pastor’s MessagePastor’s MessagePastor’s Message 
and mission of Wesley Methodist Church, 
Seremban. We thank the grace of God9  
• that led His faithful servants to plant His 

church in this beautiful town, Seremban. 
• to those who came as missionaries or pas-

tors and ministry staff who gave them-
selves for the work in building Wesley 
Methodist Church, Seremban.  

• for the many generations of members who 
faithfully and sacrificially served in various 
ways.  

• for the many who came to know and ex-
perience the salvation message of hope 
found only in Jesus Christ. 

• for the ministries and discipleship programs 
that have built the faith and spiritually nur-
tured young and old.  

• for new ministries this year through the 
commencement of the 1

st
 Seremban Boys’ 

Brigade 2012; 1
st
 Seremban Girls’ Brigade, 

the Parenting Course and mission partner-
ship with the East Malaysian churches.     

 
As we celebrate in thanksgiving, let’s pray that 
our future be always blessed and let us not be 
complacent but press on to serve and build the 
great work for the Kingdom of God. May God’s 
amazing grace shine brightly in us so that we 
begin to live more and more like Jesus that 
truly reaches out in compassion, concern and 
care to one another and others around us.  
 
Grace and Peace!  
 
Pastor Paul, Gladys, Silas and Lucas  
 
“The Lord has promised good to me, his word 
my hope secures; He will my shield and por-

tion be, as long as life endures.”- John Newton 

Page 3 The Journey - Newsletter of  Seremban Wesley - September  2012 



It was the 17th of July, we will remember this for a 
long time. Late into the evening, we were all back 
home after work and were somewhat preoccupied 
with some routine or other. Jiva came to me with a 
letter in hand, “ Have you read this ?  Anne Grace 
has an offer to go to Matriculation College.. Kedah.” 
My first response was, ‘ She’s well adjusted in 6th 
form, she won’t want to go”.  I was wrong. 

 I visualized the map in my head and a  
long.....way up north and I wondered how many 
hours it would take to do this route on a regular 
basis. My health was not in great shape at the 
time .Furthermore, I was already back to work, 
travelling daily to Alor Gajah and feeling the fatigue 
of teaching, travel and the many student issues, 
leave alone my research thesis which was at a cru-
cial stage among other home responsibilities. We 
told Anne Grace not to worry and that we’ll work 
something out. 

God’s Grace  & Plans      By Angeline Rajoo Jiva 

 That night I just couldn’t sleep.  I kept ask-
ing the Lord what His plans were for Anne Grace. 
Earlier on, as other doors closed, 6th form seemed to 
be His direction. Anne Grace was already a month 
at school, in 6th form, adjusted, happy with new 
and old friends, a class monitor, active in Christian 
fellowship, and had got to the state level at a lan-
guage (Bahasa Malaysia) debate competition. It 
was the first time the school made it to the state 
level and the participants from her school were the 
senior 6th formers while she was the only junior.  
She was elated and so were we. I asked God, ‘ If  6th 
form is good, why this offer now?’ I was confused 
and really wanted only His will for her. I finally 
drifted to sleep. 

 The next day, 18th July, a Wednesday, Jiva 
and I had to go to work. In between my classes, I 
called up the Putra Jaya office to ask for the possi-
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What is The Parenting Children Course? by Kim Yap 

Yes.  

Yes.  

Yes.  

Yes.  

Yes, definitely.  

Yes.  

Yes.  

Yes, would recommend to 

young couples with young 

children.  

Yes.  

 

All of the above was in answer to the question: 

Would you recommend this Course to your fam-

ily and friends? The Parenting Children 

Course (TPCC) was without a doubt very well-

received by the participants. 

 

TPCC was run by the Wesley Methodist Church, 

Seremban for the first time on 28th July 2012 

which continued for five weekly sessions until 

25th August 2012, at the Wesley Methodist 

School, Seremban. 

 

Although the Course was introduced a few 

weeks before the start of the event with the reg-

istration 

forms dis-

tributed, the 

initial re-

sponse was 

not very 

inspiring. 

Eventually, 

however, 

more posi-

tive re-

“The DVD was very good 

and I enjoyed the group 

discussions… The Course 

helped to clarify issues 

that I am currently con-

fronting as a parent; and 

provided tools to deal 

with behavioral issues.” 

Course participant 

continue at page 20  

continue at page 21  



Back in 1961, The 1st 
Seremban Boys’ Brigade 
Company was formed by 
the Wesley Methodist 
Church Seremban with 
about 20 boys from ACS 
and Methodist Afternoon 
School (now Wesley 
Methodist School). Only 

after about a decade later, it was disbanded, 
probably due to lack of officers. 

Last year (50 years’ later!), The 1st Seremban 

Boys’ Brigade Company (2012) was formed 

with partnership from The 3rd KL BB (many 

thanks to them).  Once again the sponsoring 

authority is none other than Wesley Methodist 

Church Seremban. We were officially           

registered with the Registrar of Societies in July 

this year. With 29 boys from Wesley Methodist 

School Seremban (WMSS), they hold their       

parades and Target program on Thursdays.  

The following Officers were appointed : 

Captain :   Nelson Lim 

Chaplain :   Pastor Ronald Yap 

Lieutenant :    Nathaniel Kovalan 

                   Samuel Yap Han Yuan 

Hon. Captain :   Lawrence Tay 

Warrant Officer :  Chin Fatt Hin 

Some Activities Conducted 

BB Malaysia 20th National Pesta 
Earlier this year two of our Boys                   
(Tan Wai Khan and Nasshant Muniandy)    
attended the BB Malaysia 20th National Pesta 
in Kulai.  It was the first time ever that 
Negeri Sembilan was represented! 

KL State BNTS (Basic Non-Commissioned  
Officers Training School) 
Three of our Boys (Kendrick Chan, Tan Wai 
Khan and Nasshant Muniandy) attended a       
3-day leadership training course organized by 
KL State Boys’ Brigade Council at Wesley 
Methodist School in KL.  All three of them 
passed the course.  Congratulations to them!  
They did us proud. 
 
Training by Outback Broga 
The Boys were given a series of training by 
Outback Broga on the basics of camping, like 
packing a backpack, setting up of tents,     
cooking stoves and identifying different types 
of knots and their uses. The Girls’ Brigade also 
joined the Boys during these courses. A big 

“Thank You” to them for conducting these      
training free of charge. 

                                    

Camp Koinonia 2012 
Some of the Boys together with members from 
The 1st Seremban Girls’ Brigade Company and the 
Christian Fellowship of WMSS participated in a 
joint camp at El Sanctuary, Malacca. A total of 33 
students, 2 children and 7 adults (including both 
Captains from BB and GB and our Chaplain,  
Pastor Ronald Yap) stayed for 3 days and              
2 nights. 
 
With God’s blessing, we hope 1st Seremban will 
expand to include ACS Seremban. We also pray 
that God be our guiding light in carrying out our 
mission and that 1st Seremban will play a pivotal 
role in the lives of our Boys! 
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Revival of The 1st Seremban Boys’ Brigade Company Revival of The 1st Seremban Boys’ Brigade Company Revival of The 1st Seremban Boys’ Brigade Company by Nelson Lim    by Nelson Lim    by Nelson Lim     



“A "Family Altar" is an estab-

lished, regular, set-apart time 

when the family gathers together 

for worship in the home. The 

family worship period in its sim-

plest form, includes Bible reading 

and prayer. As it grows, it may also include singing, 

the memorization of Scripture, and a systematic 

study of the Bible. All that is done should be done 

on a level that will involve and benefit the whole 

family.” 

(http://www.brfwitness.org/Articles/1974v9n4.htm

) 

“"Family Altar" is an affirmation that God is at the 

center of the home. CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THIS 

HOME. "Family Altar" is the time to stop and to re-

mind the family that the home is God's place and 

He is in charge of it. It is to be a place of blessing, 

obedient and God-conscious, a recognizing and rev-

erencing God's presence here and now. It is also a 

time to offer your petitions (concerning the home, 

school, work, health, etc.). We are looking to Him 

to protect the front door, the back door and the 

windows, all that is within and without.” 

(http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/homefam

/family.htm) 

Family Altar times of worship may begin on a 

weekly basis and may grow into a daily occurrence. 

The fear of the LORD begins at home (see Deuter-

onomy 6) and a family that prays together, stays 

together. 

1. Set aside time once a week as a family where 

everyone (except perhaps married/independent 

adult children) can make a decision to come to-

gether for a time of family worship. If you have not 

done so before, start off with 15-20 minutes of 

time together. 

2. When you get together as a family, take turns to 

read the Word of God (you may use the same Scrip-

ture passage preached the last Sunday OR systemati-

cally go through a chapter of Psalms or other book), 

share each other’s prayer needs, then have the head 

of the home lead in prayer (or pray for one another 

as is comfortable). 

3. As your Family Altar times mature and deepen, 

you may want to lengthen the time to include memo-

rization of Scripture or a short 5 minute devotional 

sharing each time by the head of the home or some 

other member of the family. 

An Introduction To The Family Altar (article by Dr Herbert Tan) 

Issue 2/2012 Page 6 

Dr Herbert Tan, Director of Family Ministry at 

Emmanuel Methodist Church, PJ published 6 

volumes of Family Devotional Guides. There 

are about 10-18 devotional guides in each 

volume and they are base on scriptures from 

the Gospels, Colossians, Thessalonians, 

Ephesians and Ecclesiastes. 

Those interested in the Devotional Guides can 

contact Dr Herbert Tan or contact the editor.  

  



from the angelic pronouncement of His com-

ing to Mary in Nazareth, His birth in the 

Bethlehem manger, His teachings and 

miracles, to His calling of the 12 disciples, 

His Transfiguration, Crucifixion and Resur-

rection.  

As we entered and walked in the 

Holy Land, every rock, stone, pavement, 

wilderness sand dune, wall, valley, hill, 

mountain, flora and fauna, fragrance, sight, 

scent and sound seem to reverberate the re-

ality of the presence of the Lord Jesus 

Christ who left heaven to live for 33 years 

as man on earth to do the will of the Father 

in His redemption plan for all humankind 

more than two thousand years ago.  One re-

alization that dawned on me was that the 

scriptures have always been ‘alive’ as the 

everlasting living word of God. It is my heart, 

being clouded and deadened by worldly pleas-

ures, distractions, and self pursuits that have 

been lying dull, dormant, and indifferent to 

the divine truths and vibrant reality of the liv-

ing Word of God.  

This journey as a pilgrim to the Holy Land has 

awakened and set my heart alive to all that 

have been written in the scriptures. Walking 

in the land and on paths that have been trod-

den by the Creator of the universe, the Al-

mighty God who  became the man Jesus 

Christ, filled me with a deep heartfelt sense of 

holy ‘eeriness’ and sacred blessedness. To be 

privileged to step foot on the land and prob-

able sites where Jesus was born, where He 

walked, taught and performed miracles, where 

Reflections of A Personal Pilgrimage (Continue from page 1) 

All of us per-

ceive the world 

through a set of 
filters which are 
determined by 

our worldviews. These filters 

are essential for us to make 
sense of the world we live in 

and our place in this world. Un-

fortunately, they also remove 
anything that does not fit well 

and prevent it from entering 

our consciousness. 

Stories have a wonderful way 
of bypassing these filters to 
reach our consciousness. Aside 
from entertainment value, sto-

ries are effec-

tive in teaching 

spiritual truths; 
they reveal and 
invite us into 

new ways of perceiving the 

world and God’s presence. This 
book is a collection of stories 

about little monks and one girl 

in a fictional monastery in the 
Sow Lin province of China, who 

are being taught the spiritual 

life by their mentor Abba Ah 
Beng. 

Book Review : Tales from the Monastery 

Issue 2/2012 Page 7 

“If you have not read any 

book this year and plan to 

read at least one book , this is 

the book for you” 

Author: Alex Tang 
Page Number: 120 
Pub. Date: 01/02/2012  

Continue at page 19 
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PictorialPictorialPictorial---   Church Family CampChurch Family CampChurch Family Camp 
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Camp Speaker Mr 

Ronnie Teoh spoke on 

the theme “Growing 

Strong Families in 

Personality Plus Profile 

Session by Mr Moses 

Teh 
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Fun activities include jungle trek-

king through the hilly tropical rain-

forest near Selesa Resort. The 

younger members of group were 

expecting to see some wildlife.. 

But the closest to anything that 

was wild looking is captured in 

these pictures.  

Children having their fun- 

activities  
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PictorialPictorialPictorial–––   Methodist Kindergarten Easter CelebrationMethodist Kindergarten Easter CelebrationMethodist Kindergarten Easter Celebration 

Reaching out to the commu-

nity —the Methodist Kinder-

garten Easter Celebration at 

held at the Seremban Parade 

Angel look-alike 

competition 
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PictorialPictorialPictorial–––   Church School Visit to Old Folks HomeChurch School Visit to Old Folks HomeChurch School Visit to Old Folks Home 

Why am I 

singing this 

song? 

What is this 

word? 

How to sing 

this line? 

Who choose 

this song? 

The cute huggable angel 
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The  church 

school children 

had the oppor-

tunity to mix 

and fellowship 

with the folks at 

the home. It 

was awkward in 

the beginning 

but the “ice” 

melted after a 

while in spite of 

language and 

generation gap  



Issue 2/2012 Page 13 

1st Seremban Boys’ Brigade Company1st Seremban Boys’ Brigade Company1st Seremban Boys’ Brigade Company 

BB Malaysia 20th 

National Pesta in 

Kulai  

Articles in page  5 
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CAMP KOINONIA  2012   

Activities 

CAMP KOINONIA 2012  
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Reflections of A Personal Pilgrimage to the Holy Land (Pictures) 

Articles in pages 1, 7, 19 and 24 

Mt Nebo, 

where Moses 

viewed the 

Promised land                                         

Site where the dead sea scrolls were uncovered  

Jerusalem, the holy 

land which the Lord 

Jesus wept over, the 

city that will stage 

the unfolding & ful-

filling of divine 

truths … one day  

Ancient olive 

trees sprucing 

in faithful testi-

mony in garden 

of Gethsemane    

Serene River Jordan holder 

of many dealings of God 

with His people  

Meggido, Jazreel valley, awaiting site for Armagedon to 

take place            

Sea of Galilee 

bearer of the many 

miracles & minis-

tries of Jesus Christ  
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Reflections of A Personal Pilgrimage to the Holy Land (Pictures) 

Articles in pages 1,7, 21 and 26 

The plant that yields the 

crown of thorns borne by 

our Savior on the cross  

Peaking view from 

Mt Olives                                                                           

Group Photo, Chai Siew Lin is 

third from left in the front row 



Page 17 The Journey - Newsletter of  Seremban Wesley - September  2012 

The Parenting Children Course (article in page 4) 
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PictorialPictorialPictorial–––   The Holy Week Passover ReflectionThe Holy Week Passover ReflectionThe Holy Week Passover Reflection 

The   youth center was 

marvelously converted 

to various stations 

where participants can 

stop and reflect on the 

Passover events.  

Symbolic 

acts of 

faith that 

our sins 

are 

“nailed”, 

atoned 

and  for-

given at 

the cross 

of cavalry 

Over 70 participants attended and took this reflection 

journey during the Holy Week 
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He was betrayed, tried, scourged, crucified 

and resurrected, was indeed an overwhelm-

ing, humbling and awesome experience.  

Though the places toured might not 

be the actual exact sites of the events, it is 

enough to take in and savor the reality of 

the reenactment of happenings that have 

taken place thousands of years ago such as 

the reconstructed cave stable of Jesus’ birth 

(Church of the Nativity); the shepherds’ 

fields; the river Jordan where Jesus was 

baptized by John the Baptist and where the 

heavens opened and God spoke ‘this is My 

beloved Son in whom I am well 

pleased’ (Bethany Beyond the Jordan); the 

white synagogue on the site of the previous 

synagogue  where  He  preached 

(Capernaum); the crossing of the Sea of 

Galilee; the Mt of Olives where Jesus spent 

time in teaching and prophesying to His dis-

ciples, where He wept over Jerusalem 

(Dominus Flevit), the site of His ascension to 

heaven (Church of the Ascension); the house 

of Mary, Martha and the raising of Lazarus 

(Church of St Lazarus at Bethany); the 

likely spots where He healed the lepers, the 

blind, the lame and the man who was ill for 

38 years at the pool of Bethesda (St Anne’s 

Church); the feeding of the 5,000 (Tabgha) 

and other miracles; His transfiguration on 

Mount Tabor; the teaching of the Lord’s 

Prayer (Pater Noster); the Beatitudes 

(Church of the Beatitudes); the Upper Room 

where Jesus had the last supper with His 

disciples (Coenaculum); the final entry into 

Jerusalem on the Palm Sunday road; and 

the Via Dolorosa which traces the possible 

way of the cross taken by Jesus as He was 

led to be crucified to the Garden of Geth-

semane and Golgotha (Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre). 

In the stillness of the trail traversed by 

the coach, and as our tour guide and the Rev-

erend Father read Bible references, shared 

and pointed out the various places; one can lit-

erally sense, visualize and hear the recurring 

footfalls of the children of Israel wandering for 

40 years in the wilderness, the echoes of 

Isaiah, Elijah, Elisha and prophets of old pro-

claiming past and future prophecies, the 

scooping whirlwind that caught Elijah up to 

heaven by the Jordan river, the crossing of the 

Jordan river by Joshua and the people and 

priests with the ark of the covenant, the fal-

ling, tumbling sounds of the walls of Jericho as 

Joshua trustingly obeyed God’s commands to 

march around it seven times over seven days, 

the standing still of the sun at Gibeon in the 

Valley of Aijalon, the exploits of King Saul, 

David and Solomon, the voice of John the Bap-

tist crying out in the wilderness announcing 

the coming of the  Messiah, the ringing recita-

tion of beatitudes on the Sermon on the Mount 

and the future final sound of thousands of ar-

mies at the battle of Armageddon in the seem-

ingly ‘awaiting’ vast stretches, barren, open 

and expansive grounds of the Jezreel Valley.  

We have great and warm spiritual ex-

periences crossing the Sea of Galilee in a boat 

and singing meaningfully ‘How Great Thy Art’; 

taking turns to carry the cross to the tune of 

‘Amazing Grace’ and ‘Kum Ba Yah’ as we trod 

the ancient cobbled pavement and up the steps 

towards the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

The partaking of two communion services held 

in an open garden in the Church of the Beati-

tudes and in a shepherd’s grotto ,and brief 

ministries and Bible reading at a few sites, 

evoked deep seated appreciation and gratitude 

Reflections of A Personal Pilgrimage (Continue from page 7) 

Continue at page 24 
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bilities of a nearer venue to home, but not neces-
sarily home – just ‘nearer’. The first officer who 
spoke to me was not the kindest of people you 
would want to speak with. He gave me a lecture 
about being grateful for a place and to go and re-
port in Kedah. He wasn’t wrong, except for the 
fact that he could have handled me (or any other 
individual for that matter) differently. Having got 
me wound up, I asked to speak to a senior officer 
and to cut the long story short, I was put to a 
lovely soft spoken and kind lady. She asked me to 
give some specific reason/s in a letter to ask for a 
transfer. I just couldn’t except for the fact of the 
distance and I told her so. 

 She paused and then said that another offi-
cer would get in touch with me. I thanked her  be-
cause at least she was polite, it was a pleasant con-
versation and she heard me out. At that point, I 
doubted any further communication would follow 
suit and I thought about how I would have to ap-
ply for leave to make this trip up to Kedah the very 
next day. (Actually, we were to report on that very 
day, 18th but work for Jiva and I would not permit 
it). 

During my lunch hour class, a call came in 
and usually I don’t pick up calls unless I think it is 
urgent. The number was similar to the Putra Jaya 
office number I had called earlier. It was. An officer 
identified himself and told me to shoot him an 
email, just requesting a transfer- nothing else. I 
was taken by surprise. After the class, I went back 
to my office in hurried steps and excitement. I 
tried not to stop to chat with the many students 
and colleagues on the way – my usual signature 
trait. As soon as I got into my office I locked the 
door and stood with my back on the door to catch 
my breath. I rushed to the computer and sent off 
the email to the address that the officer had sent to 
me via a text message.  

Once done, I had many other matters to 
attend to that I forgot all about the matter for the 
moment. As lunch hour was ending, the phone 

rang again. It was the officer again and he told me 
that everything was done and Anne Grace could re-
port to the Matriculation College in Melaka. I was 
speechless, slurring and repeating everything that he 
said. Finally I thanked the gentleman and found a po-
lite closure before I continued repeating myself or 
start crying. After that my lips just uttered the words 
“ Praise the Lord” many times over...After a quick 
prayer of Thanks and Praise, I made two calls. 

First, I called Jiva to let him know the good 
news and he was very, very happy. Next, I called our 
Grace, to let her know of God’s Grace to us All. Anne 
Grace was very happy and we were already making 
plans to shop for this and that for we would have to 
report the next day. 

19th of July ( Thursday) saw us going to the 
Matriculation College in Melaka, car booth filled -  
pail and other non-book and clothes paraphernalia as 
well. You will have to imagine or recall what you had 
to pack for college during your days.... We registered 
Anne Grace and during the course of this, discovered 
that one of my former students was a lecturer there. It 
is God’s Grace again and she was happy to meet with 
me, recalling the ‘old’ days, though I didn’t feel too 
old just yet.... She was unrecognizable... a very beauti-
ful lady . She now has become a contact for me and 
for Anne Grace, what a joy. 

Now, it is close to 10 weeks since Anne Grace 
has joined College. We have all gone through changes 
in our lives and continue to do so.  There are still ad-
justments to be made, new learning and challenges, 
starting afresh with friendships, catching up and the 
rest of the adjustment process of new routines and 
the like. Above all, we know that God’s Will & Plans 
for us are Amazing and we can never know or under-
stand His ways fully. We give Thanks to Him for Eve-
rything. Amazing Grace, How Sweet The Sound...  

Jiva, Anne Grace, Leonard and I would like to 
thank our pastors and all our dear friends for their 
prayers, support and help during this time of transi-
tion and request your continued prayers. 

 

God’s Grace  & Plans      By Angeline Rajoo Jiva (from page 4) 
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sponses started trickling in (after lots of prayer 

and some “promotion” initiative) in the last few 

days before the event, and we ended up with a 

total of 18 participants who enrolled for the 

Course. This was a good start and an encourage-

ment to us running this Course for the first 

time. 

I was privileged to be part of the team who ran 

TPCC.  We comprised two main leader-

facilitators, a husband and wife team, assisted 

by two other helpers to help with the facilita-

tion of the group discussions. Much apprecia-

tion also goes to Wesley Methodist School who 

provided the venue for us, and in particular we 

want to thank the school caretaker and school 

administrator who helped ensure everything 

went smoothly.  We’re also grateful to our other 

helpers who assisted with the setting-up, regis-

tration, refreshment, and even some baby-

sitting when the parent at the last moment had 

to bring their child with them. To my knowl-

edge some other organisers did provide assis-

tance in looking after the children or ran a sepa-

rate programme for the children, but we were 

not able to offer this at the moment.  However, 

we had anticipated that in some cases some 

parents may have had to bring their kids to 

some of the sessions. I remember when I spoke 

to one of the parents, she mentioned some diffi-

culty in arranging for a baby sitter for her child 

for that day and asked if she could bring him to 

the Course with her.  I told her she could and we 

would work around it. Being a parent myself I 

understood that if my child wanted my atten-

tion I would have to miss some bits of the talk. 

In any case, we gathered together some build-

ing blocks, drawing material, and a picnic mat 

to prepare for any kids who may turn up. I was 

also considering bringing some children’s VCD 

until my better half suggested that toys would 

be a better option. It turned out that the topic 

for the session that day stressed on the impor-

tance of real play (as opposed to virtual play), 

and encouraged limiting screen time for children – 

so it’s a good thing I didn’t bring the VCDs!  

We received good feedback from those who at-

tended the Course. When asked, “Which topic in 

the Course did you find most useful and least use-

ful?” all of the parents expressed that all the topics 

were useful to them.  The general opinion was that 

the topics were useful, and the ideas and recom-

mendations were supported by good practical to-

dos.  They were also able to put into practice some 

of the advice and suggestions they had picked up 

from the video and discussions. Among the partici-

pants, we had seven couples, and five mothers and 

grandmothers.  Most of them had young children; 

some had children who were grown up; and some 

were grandparents.  We broke into smaller groups 

for discussion, and the discussion in my group was 

lively with everyone happy to share their thoughts 

and experiences, as well as listen to the others for 

ideas.  One parent even commented that we had a 

very good social break time.  Yes, the chit chat over 

tea-break was warm and pleasant, and we enjoyed 

a small selection of delicious wholesome food and 

free flow of coffee, 

tea, fruit juice, 

water and some 

munchies.  And I 

believe some of 

the best in-

sights were 

shared over a 

cuppa tea/coffee.   

As with any good 

courses, there 

was “Homework” to be done every week.  The first 

assignment was to plan a Family Time as soon as 

possible, which incorporated the elements of fun, 

bonding and routine.  The Course ended with us 

having to set Parenting Goals which are based on 

the three most important things we had learnt or 

been reminded of on TPCC. 

Next year, we plan to run The Parenting Teenag-

ers Course for those parenting 11 to 18-year-olds.  

Do look out for details closer to the time.  

What is The Parenting Children Course? by Kim Yap (from page 4) 

“It made me realize 

many things that are 

lacking in my par-

enting, and also the 

strengths I have as a 

parent.” 

Course participant 
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Editor Note:  Michael Ng is a member of our 

church.  He writes frequently to the newspapers ex-

pressing his views and concerns on community and 

social issues.  Responsible Christians are aware of 

the environment and happenings (or non-

happenings) around them and do speak out, without 

fear or favour.  We share some of Michael’s letters.   

 

Saturday August 7, 2010 

It is time to reclaim the true 1Malaysia 

spirit that we once shared 
I REFER to the letter “Residents live up to the Mer-

deka spirit” (The Star, Aug 6). 

Like the residents of Taman Sri Maharani, I too 

have been celebrating the spirit of Merdeka by 

hoisting the Malaysian flag in my garden for the 

past four to five years. 

I just did it out of my own free will and for the love 

of my country. 

Over the years, I have noticed a few of my 

neighbours have followed suit by flying the flag in 

front of their homes. 

Malaysia is the country of my birth and this is the 

only place I know and I will eventually die here too. 

So I will let no half-baked politician out there call 

me a “pendatang”. 

I have every right to be here just as any other true-

blue Malaysian! 

During my youth, we were already practising 1Ma-

laysia. 

This was when we mingled freely with people of 

different races and religions without thinking any-

one was more special than the other. 

In fact, there was more harmony and respect shown 

towards one another then, as compared to now. 

  

Tuesday July 3, 2012 

Time to replace Seremban’s clock tower 
WHEN the current Seremban bus terminal was con-

structed several years ago, there was a clock tower 

donated by members of Seremban Jaycees as it was 

known back then. 

The clock tower was a landmark of Seremban town as 

people coming to the bus terminal would easily notice 

it. 

Several years later, some of the roads leading out of 

the bus terminal had to be widened as the place was 

getting too congested. 

The clock tower happened to be in the path of con-

struction, so it had to go. The tower was demolished 

and the clock removed without the Seremban Jaycees 

committee members being informed. 

Later, when Jaycees board members enquired at the 

Seremban Municipal Council, the were in the dark. 

Letters were written to the company that carried out 

the road-widening project and they too were baffled 

over the whereabouts of the clock. 

The clock tower was a gift to the people of Seremban 

from the Jaycees and it would be good if the munici-

pal council could shed some light on what happened 

to the clock. 

And despite the fact that it has been gone for so many 

years, it is not too late for the council to build another 

clock tower to replace the Jaycees’ clock tower which 

was unceremoniously demolished. 

MICHAEL NG, 

Seremban. 
 

Thursday July 12, 2012 

Get rid of Seremban’s embarrassing 

‘swimming pool’ 
I HAVE written a few letters on the “swimming pool” 

right in the centre of Seremban town which is an eye-

sore and a source of embarrassment to the state gov-

ernment. 

It depicts yet another failed commercial development 

project. 

As a resident of Seremban I am eager to know what 

the state government is planning to do with the town’s 

unwanted pool where the former Convent school once 

stood. 

I am sure past students are gutted to see the area 

where their former school once stood so proudly. 

Now it resembles an abandoned mining pool. 

Michael Ng writes to LETTERS TO THE EDITOR  
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I seriously wonder if the state government or the 

local council is really keen to revive the project. 

I remember reading the current Mentri Besar as 

saying that the area would be developed into a com-

mercial complex. 

When they first demolished the school a shopping 

complex was supposed to be constructed. 

Now after being abandoned for so many years and 

the dug up area flooded with water several metres 

deep, it will definitely be a mammoth task just to 

pump out the water. The cost to revive the project 

would be enormous. 

The owner of the property should be compelled to 

do something about this “unwanted attraction”. 

Since there is a dire need for more parking space in 

Seremban, it would be good if the water could be 

drained out and the place filled and made into a 

public car park as a temporary measure. The area is 

big enough to accommodate more than a hundred 

cars. 

Since the state government is trying to get city 

status for Seremban, an abandoned project like this 

and others around here should not be allowed. 

My other grouse with the local authority is the 

printing and hanging of buntings all over the town 

for an event or to welcome a VIP visitor to the state 

for only a day. 

Why a waste of taxpayers’ money on such frivolous 

items where nobody even bothers to look at them. 

Why can’t they publicise any happenings in the 

state on the huge TV screen that is located in the 

NS Padang? 

 

Thursday June 21, 2012 

Smoking in car like talking on the phone 
I REFER to the letter “Stop those who smoke while 

driving” (The Star, June 18) and I totally agree with 

the writer. 

I don’t see any difference between talking on the 

phone and smoking while driving. Both actions re-

quire the use of one hand while the other is on the 

steering wheel. 

In any emergency, I am certain these habitual hand-

phone users and smokers 

will not be able to react 

swiftly in time to a dan-

gerous situa-tion. 

We have laws that prevent 

people living in a civil so-

ciety from doing this or 

that but nobody really ca-

res because of the lack of 

enforcement by the rele-

vant authorities. 

They are further embold-

ened when they know that all summonses issued to 

them will be accorded some discount sooner or later. 

So why bother paying? No wonder we read about 

millions of ringgit in unpaid summonses. 

I find it really appalling when I see smokers happily 

puffing away when they have little kids in the car 

with them. No doubt they did lower the window on 

their side but much of the secondary smoke still re-

mains inside the car. 

As for littering, these smokers are one of the biggest 

offenders but who is there to catch them in the act? 

 

Michael Ng writes to LETTERS TO THE EDITOR  

Michael Ng 
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sire to seek to know and understand God 

more deeply from His Word. To cap it all, we 

have a caring tour manager to attend to all 

our physical needs and a devoted, gifted and 

learned Reverend Father to see to our spiri-

tual nourishment. 

Each of us to a certain extent will go 

away carrying personal soulful encounters 

and experiences of the peace of God in the 

land of peace. We have ‘Jerusalem’, the city 

at the navel of the world, the eternal beloved 

holy city in our hearts as we continued to 

prepare and wait upon the good Lord for the 

unfolding of His divine plan in the Holy Land 

for mankind in His time.  

Shalom 

for the perfect love of God in the completed 

work of salvation. Hearts were touched and 

tears shed on many occasions as we recounted 

all that the Lord had done for us in His suffer-

ings and His everlasting love, faithfulness and 

mercies bestowed on us past, present and in 

the future to come.  

Added blessing was the insightful shar-

ing and inadvertent witnessing by our tour 

guide Jack G Halis, a Palestinian Roman 

Catholic Christian who so spontaneously, 

heartily and audibly professed his love for Je-

sus. Being brought up in the locality and well 

versed with the customs, cultures and tradi-

tions of the land, he provided a practical and 

meaningful perspective from the reading and 

sharing of the Word of God to stir up our de-
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Reflections of A Personal Pilgrimage (Continue from page 19) 

Wesley Methodist Church stands out as a 
landmark building in Seremban. Being 
strategically   situated next to the Termi-
nal 1 Centre which houses the shopping 
complex and bus terminal, we are a high 
profile church that stands ready to share 
the gift of  salvation to all who passes 
through the church. Our doors are open to 
anyone who is seeking the answer to life. 
Welcome. 
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