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During a British conference on comparative religions,
experts from around the world debated what, if any, belief
was unique to the Christian faith.
They began eliminating possibilities. Incarnation? Other
religions had different versions of gods appearing in
human form. Resurrection? Again, other religions had
accounts of return from death.
The debate went on for some time until C. S. Lewis wandered into the room. What's the rumpus about? he asked,
and heard in reply that his colleagues were discussing
Christianity's unique contribution among world religions.
Lewis responded, Oh, that's easy. Its grace.
After some discussion, the conferees had to agree.
Some seek to earn merit or work their way into their idea of heaven or
paradise, others are willing to undergo all manner of suffering and
deprivation to be cleansed of their guilt, wrongdoing or sin and earn God's
favour.
Yet for the Christian believer, salvation and entry into the Kingdom of God
is a gift from God which we receive through our action to repent and believe
in Jesus Christ. It is a grace freely given to all, but obtained at great cost
through the death of Jesus Christ Son of God, for the forgiveness of our sins.
This undeserved gift is given solely through God's action. That is the grace
that God shows to one who is undeserving of such grace. Such grace defies
definition and is beyond comprehension. We only begin to understand it,
even then only dimly with the growing intensity of a light dimmer, when we
receive and experience it personally. It is experienced as a fullness of life,
through an ongoing and living relationship with God, through Christ, in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Continued On Page 3 ...
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In our Journey in Life and as a disciple of Christ, one thing that we will
always be reminded of, and on reflection find, is that we never lack the
grace of God in our life. The revelation about the grace of God is apart
from the abundance of it in our life, we find that the grace of God never
ceases. I like the way one author put it, God grace is a saving, sustaining
and strengthening grace.
It is, I believe in God’s ever-present grace that we celebrate the 98th
Anniversary of our church. The theme of this Anniversary edition is
"Grace Upon Grace", based on the bible verse John 1:16:
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“For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace”.
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God’s grace, abound from his fullness with a divine purpose to complete
us (Colossian 2 : 10 ) , will enable us to stand as a church of Christ and for
Christ, regardless of our circumstances.
As you read the articles in this issue, I hope you catch glimpses of God’s
grace, in the beauty of simplicity of the lives of His children in Pos Betau
and Long Lamai; in the ministry of PBSNS involving the volunteers and
helps and trainees; and most of all, God’s grace upon grace in our lives as
reflect our reading.
All the contributors of this edition had given their effort and time in
writing their articles and as readers, we thank them for their “effort of
love”. With much appreciation, the publication and production team
together with the design & layout team deserve our praise for the hardwork they put in the publication. I give my thanks to Sia Mooi for her
support to me in serving God.
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Continued from Page 1

We see this form of grace from God to man, in and through Christ, in the gospel of John 1:14,16
which reads:
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son
from the Father, full of grace and truth....For from His fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace (ESV).
Dane Ortlund, Bible Publishing Director at Crossway in Wheaton, Illinois, noted in his article "CS
Lewis' 1951 Grace Awakening" that Lewis referred to the event where he experienced God's grace in
1951, no less than 5 times in volume 3 of the Collected Letters of CS Lewis. The following is quoted
from the collection:
For a long time I believed that I believed in the forgiveness of sins. But suddenly (on
St. Marks Day [April 25]) this truth appeared in my mind in so clear a light that I
perceived that never before (and that after many confessions and absolutions) had I
believed it with my whole heart.
So great is the difference between mere affirmation by the intellect and that faith,
fixed in the very marrow and as it were palpable, which the Apostle wrote was
substance. . . .
It is bidden us to rejoice and always rejoice. Jesus has cancelled the handwriting
that was against us. Lift up our hearts! (p. 151-52)
In our Methodist tradition, John Wesley himself, though a longtime Christian and intellectually well
acquainted with the theology of grace, only felt the strange warming of his heart many years later
when he finally believed and intimately experienced God's grace and the assurance of his salvation in
what we now call John Wesley's Aldersgate experience. It is one thing to know about the grace of God
as defined by the Law given by God through Moses, but it is everything to know and be known by the
grace of God which is embodied and experienced by abiding in Christ, through the Holy Spirit. My
prayer for you is that you receive this fullness of God's grace upon grace, as you continue to abide in
Christ and walk in step with the Holy Spirit.

In Christ,

Pastor Ronald Yap
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MISSION TRIP TO RAUB
by Kong Su May and Tiffany Kovalan

Raub Mission Trip
29th May – 2nd June 2013

The Mission Trip to Raub was held for 5 days. The two main purpose of the trip was to organize an
Education Camp for school going Orang Sengoi children as well as to set up Medical Camps for free
doctor’s consultation in 4 Villages. 53 children attended the Education Camp and approximately 400
villagers consulted the doctor at the Medical Camp.
Here are some reflections by those who participated…

Alethea Yap
The camp was nice because I could do some things that I can't do at home.
Things like swimming in the river, riding on the back of a truck and
helping the doctor even though I am not a nurse or pharmacist.
I helped the doctor by writing the name of the medications on the
medicine bags, sticking the sticker on the medicine bottle for the doctor to
write the name of the medicine and passing the medicine to the doctor.
I also helped my father to teach Mathematics to the kids that are younger
than I. I really enjoyed the trip and I hope that I will have the chance to go
again. :)
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Anne Grace
One of the things that I had learned from the Raub Education camp was
that the Sengoi villagers lived in simplicity and they were so contented
with what they have. I learned to be more grateful with what I have. I also
realised that love is such an easy thing to do and though staying there for
3 days, I loved them and some of the little kids cried when I left.
And it dawned to me that God's love has to be shared.

Bernice Yap
We had a great time connecting with Orang Asli children, especially our
youths, who were able to break the ice with all the interesting games and
activities. This mission trip has been a very humbling experience to see
how these children and villagers could sing and praise God for the simple
things they have and how they appreciated our presence and the care given
to them as an extended family of Christ. These children, if given proper
guidance in their education could surely excel and be successful in life but
then again, I do envy the simple life-style they now enjoy and wished that
we could go back to those simple basic living condition like the good old
days.

Daniel Lim
What I have enjoyed about this mission trip is the fun I had with the
Orang Asli children. Being raised up in a town I had never thought twice
about the 'kampung' and everyone in it but after going to this mission trip
I wish life could be as simple as theirs.
Before the trip I was somewhat arrogant, looking down at those who do
not live as nice as me but God sent me there and told me life is not about
money and a nice house but how you live your life to the fullest and enjoy
yourself in God's creation not human's creation. Even if you think that the
interior is ulu and all, just close an eye to it and you will see what God has
made for us.
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Melissa Benedict
It was really challenging and draining to teach even for a few hours
because of the amount of attention and effort we have to put in to help
them understand. But seeing one or two of them showing determination,
really helps drive me to want to do my best for them as well.
So their determination taught me determination as well.

Theresa Benedict
The experience of this trip was extraordinary, I had the chance to
teach the kids science, help out with the clinic, LOVE the kids and
most of all, it made me realise that God uses people to impact other
peoples’ lives. I hope that I have impacted the kids as much as they
have on me. (:

Tiffany Kovalan
The journey to the village was a thrill! No proper dividers and roads
suitable for one car to pass at a time made everything more exciting and
adrenaline pumping. Best part was actually the rides in and out. I enjoyed
waving and greeting the people, especially when they respond with a big
smile on their faces as if they saw a celebrity. They welcomed us with
open arms not knowing who we were! How awesome is that!?
Dining and spending time with them was great! I enjoyed seeing them
enjoying the jungle as part of their life. It was an awesome experience!
Even though I did not contribute much, but they changed my perspective
of life in many ways.
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Thong Yew Kuan
Raub was a rare opportunity where we as the church members of
Wesley Seremban were able to join with those from another church in
order to carry out mission work. The way in which each team worked
with each other or contributed in their own ways was an uplifting sight
to behold. This is most noticeable during the times where the church
members interacted with the youngsters of the villages we visited. The
younger members of the visiting party would prepare games and
foodstuffs for the attention and entertainment of the village
youngsters, who were enthralled by the simple gifts they received.
Certainly, the sight could only be described as heartwarming.

Timothy Yap
The trip was fun and an enjoyable experience. I got to ride in the back of
a pickup truck, swim in an icy cold river, play with the Orang Asli kids
and do many other things that I don't usually get to do. It felt good to be
doing God's work like when I helped to register the children's names and
details before they met Dr. Thong, or when I helped my dad teach the
children maths. I was sad that their living conditions were not good and
that they were falling sick. In spite of their situation, they were still happy
people. I feel glad that I was able to be there and help.

Sia Mooi
The education camp was made up of students of various abilities to
read and write; coming from both extreme ends....those who can read
and those who are still illiterate despite being in school for 10 years.
Academically I couldn't help the illiterate group much. During my last
class with them, I sat with the four students who were struggling to
copy history notes and reminded them of their life in Christ. Life is not
measured by our education or academic ability but how we live it out.
God taught me over and over to share whole heartedly everything....finances, time and personal belongings.
We brought our Cajon and guitar to the trip. At the end of each day, the children were hitting the Cajon
trying out their drumming skills. My first reaction was to keep away the Cajon....God told me to let go and
share. It's just a worldly possession.
Staying in the village was the best experience. Totally cut off from the outer world. Waking up to a misty
morning, walking along the dirt road to another village, watching the river flow by and of course walking/
wading in the river. A reminder to live a simple life.
This has been a trip of serving and giving for all of us who went from all ages. Yes...I would like to go for
a mission trip again to be of service to the people in the village.
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Kong Su May
This trip to the orang asli village has made me realised that sometimes,
less is MORE.
The Orang Asli have access to so little of what we city folks refer to as
'necessities', such as clothes, footwear, poultry, medication, tarred road,
filtered water, air condition (for some of us), etc. but yet, they do not
complain. They are simply contented with all that they have and with what
they have been given.
The Orang Asli parents do not worry when their kids run barefooted in the
forest, jump into rivers from dilapidated bridges, ride on motorbikes driven
by minors or wear the same clothes for many days. They simply trust that
their children are in good hands. The passage from Matthew 6:26 was
brought to life in the lives of these simple folks. Here, we take reading
God's words for granted. We refer to our leather bound bibles, our
technological devises to read God’s words. Most of the Orang Asli cannot
read and so, they commit to memory worship songs, passages and prayers.
But what they do not have physically and materially they aptly compensate
with joy and contentment. Are we contented with all that we have?
Do we have joy in our hearts? We can learn a lesson or two from these
simple folks.
"Better the little that the righteous have than the wealth of many wicked;
for the power of the wicked will be broken, but the Lord upholds the
righteous"
Psalm 37:16-17.

Berusahalah sebaik-baiknya untuk mendapat pujian daripada Allah, seperti seorang pekerja
yang tidak malu dengan pekerjaannya. Hendaklah engkau mengajar ajaran benar daripada
Allah dengan betul. ~ 2 Timotius 2:15 ~
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DELIVERING GRACE TO THE LEARNING DISABLED
by Peter Yew

Strong's Concordance gives this definition of GRACE:
"Grace is the state of kindness and favour towards someone, often with a focus on a benefit given to the
object."

The formation of Pusat Berdikari Seremban (PBS) in 1998 followed
by the Persatuan Berdikari Seremban Negeri Sembilan (PBSNS) in
2008 to help train people with learning disabilities is clearly an effort
to extend God’s loving grace towards this group of people. Those
who have served and will serve in this ministry are agents of
extending such acts of kindness and favor. Over the years several
trainees have been rehabilitated. Even those who did not find work
outside but continue to undergo training and earning allowances are
being served. Try to look for an unhappy trainee and you will find
none for they come knowing they are in a safe place where they are not differentiated. And their families
find relief and trust that there is PBSNS willing to help out with their problems. Some even wondered how
inconvenient and difficult life would be if there is no PBSNS.

We in PBSNS seldom see our service as anything less than offering
ourselves to make a difference. Ask any volunteer why they would
want to give time to teach and train, and the answer is not so much
as ‘I have free time’ but ‘I see I can make a positive change in their
lives through what I am gifted to share’. Young and old, they bring
meaning to our existence and to the lives of the trainees.

Perhaps some see coming to the centre as a form of therapy to
discover peace and purpose. Yet many would say it is the right thing
to do. Yes, the right thing. In my years of being in PBS and then
PBSNS I did what is right with my God-given gifts to help the
society develop and grow. There is this inner peace that a part of my
life had been spent in a project that serves the disabled community.

I have never counted the hours thinking and worrying about PBSNS
and her future, writing appeals and presentations, formulating policies
and plans for the future and presenting it in the best possible light to
visitors. I wish to appeal to fellow abled adult friends and fellow
Christians to reach out and make a difference not only to the trainees
but perhaps in the process to themselves as well. You never know how
much your little contribution can mean to PBSNS.
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PBSNS will never have too many volunteers, nor too much cash.
Her future depends on the active participation of people who can
see a life in PBSNS. Perhaps it is a form of grace we ourselves are
subconsciously seeking. And perhaps we are also seeking for divine
approval in what we do with our time. And unless and until we give
ourselves a chance to find out we’ll never know. Please put this
before your heart to consider how and what you can do to make
PBSNS better.

PBSNS is a non-profit society with no commercial income to drive
its operations. Through the years the Wesley Methodist Church
Seremban stood as a beacon of support and encouragement. Having
birthed PBS the church unwaveringly stood by PBSNS since its
inception 5 years ago. Two corporate sponsors and several personal
donors have faithfully committed to give their financial support. We
are grateful to them for keeping this noble work ongoing. But
PBSNS has no other way to go but grow.

We need to employ additional staff and recruit more trainees. The
cost of financing her operation will grow in tandem. Therefore we
have organized a fund raising dinner this year to top up our coffer.
And we like to count on your support to make it a success, not for
ourselves, but for the realization of serving God by serving our
disabled trainees. We count it our joy that our efforts will bring more
hope and opportunity to them and new trainees who will enter the
centre’s doors.

If you have purchased tickets we thank you, if you have not, and
they are still available as you read this appeal, please see any
committee member or the writer. We will try to accommodate.
The highlights are presentation by the ever popular Juwita and
presence of our TRAC President and District Superintendent..
The Saturday evening of October 26 at the Restoran Silver Dragon
from 7.00pm promises to be both entertaining as well as enriching.
Help us to deliver grace.
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REFLECTIONS FROM LONG LAMAI—SHARING AND TESTIMONY
by Anne Grace

Editor’s Note: Two of our youths Ms Theresa Benedict and Ms Anne Grace Jiva Ratnam spent a
month on a coaching mission to the Penans in Long Lamai Sarawak form June 22 to July 23. The
coaching mission is organised with the objective of coaching students in the Penan village in their
studies and to improve on their exam results.

I can still remember arriving at Long Banga and experiencing my first surprise. It was there that we
met Pastor Vincent- the man who would be hosting us for a month. I was really shocked. “How could
this young man be Pastor Vincent?”, I thought to myself.
That wasn’t the only thing that surprised me. Another thing that surprised me was that we started
creating bonds with the kids by the second week at Long Lamai. I still remember the first day where
we played games with them to get to know them a little bit better. They were all so quiet. Even after
the first week, they were still quiet. But by the second week, they were all jumping and screaming to
shout out the answers. I still remember one boy - Presley who stood on the chair to answer my
question. There was also a weak student in the class whom Theresa and I coached. She was really
weak in her studies. She couldn’t spell and do her times table. After much coaching and by the end of
one month, she could recite until the 7th time table. Theresa and I are really proud of her progress.
We couldn’t really spend a lot of time with the kids as compared to the first team who went last year
because they went during the school holidays and they taught the kids during their monthly break.
We did spend some time with the kids after class is over or during our Saturday games where we
organised outdoor games for them. I thought that the kids would never miss us and that we would be
missing our kids only. But on the night before we left home, we saw their tears and the sadness on
their faces and it was then that I knew that they missed us too.
And another surprise from God was how close we were to the people there. We had a really close
bond with them. The first lunch with pastor was so awkward for me. I didn’t talk to pastor at all. It
felt so awkward. But after one week, laughter was added to the dinner conversations. And also all
our jokes and stories about Long Lamai before heading for bed. It was easy to bond with the kids
because they would come to you as they wanted your attention and love. It was easy.
But the problem I encountered during the first week in Long Lamai is “How on earth am I ever going
to connect with the youths? How?”. They were not as warm as the kids. After our first Sunday
service, we were greeted warmly by this young teenager. She was warm but I never imagined that we
would be so close to her. Never imagined. She was the closest to us. We often went to her house. We
bathed together in the river. She helped out with the Saturday games we had with the kids. We would
help her cook whenever she came to cook in pastor’s house (the house we were staying).
Diana : that name that would always be in my heart.
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As for the other youths, I thought they would not be as friendly as Diana. But I was wrong. By the
second week, I remember talking to some of the youths after our first youth gathering. Whenever I
look back at the conversations I had with the youths, I still am finding it hard to believe what they
said.
‘Anne, saya berharap kamu datang ke Long Lamai lagi. Rindu kamu Anne’.
‘Bila kamu nak datang lagi ke Long Lamai ah?’
Words that I would never expected from them. Especially from to those whom I were not so close to.
I thought about that strange relationship. That close relationship we had with all of them. It was only
a month. And then it occurred to me that the answer to the close relationship was simple - Love. Love
them for who they are and sometimes, you just need to go to their level to understand them. A simple
word that made a great change in my life because it created the bonds with them. Bonds created out
of love.
I look at the pictures of Long Lamai and sometimes I would just drift away, thinking about the
memories I had. The memories that would make me smile or cry to myself. I miss Long Lamai, my
home that would always be in my heart and whenever I needed to go home, I would always unlock
the memories. The memories that I held on so tighly.
‘Keninku tong Long Lamai’. (My heart is in Long Lamai). I am truly blessed and lucky to have this
great opportunity that I could never have imagined. God is indeed full of surprises.

Pastor Vincent’s daughter-Ribka.
My little boy-Macbright
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Kids playing the market game on Saturday

Holding my first 'Buah Ais Krim'

The kids and I on our last night.
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REFLECTIONS OF LONG LAMAI - SHARING AND TESTIMONY
Home Away From Home… <3

by Theresa Benedict

I decided to split my sharing into 3 parts. That is
about my relationship with the kids, the people, and
our PAPA in Heaven. In that VERY SHORT,
AMAZING and BEAUTIFUL four weeks, I lost
myself in God’s love, creation and people. Life was
filled with so little yet so much!
So here’s it goes...
As some of you may or may not have known, Anne
Grace and myself, together with our friend Daniel
“ Me and Anne Grace at a mini waterfall ”
Chia, signed up to help in the Long Lamai UPSR
Coaching
programme. Every year, there will be two groups of
youths, usually on break, that will go into the
BEAUTIFUL FOREST of SARAWAK to help coach
the kids. It was here I learnt that the seed of
education is first planted not with textbooks and
theories — but with love, opportunity and
friendship. Before we embarked on our journey, we
had short briefings on what expectations to have or
rather not have. I was so excited to be going to the
East Malaysia. My imagination went wild doing
“ Preparing Flash Cards for the Kids ”
cart-wheels.

I taught Science and English to a class of 10
beautiful kids. My goal was to cover the syllabus
from Standard 4 to 6. Science was especially fun
because the classes were held outside. And it
involved, walking around looking at flora and fauna,
classifying them into groups, exploring our universe
and having fun. English was a bit of a challenge as it
was hard to get through. And we had to come up
with creative ways to make it fun. However, the
feeling of satisfaction when you see the faces of
kids glowing after they managed to grasp something
– PRICELESS!

“ Science Class ”
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During the weekends, we would carry out a whole
day of games! Combining all the subject knowledge
into general social and practical living skills,
involving buying and selling, calculating, solving
problems and so on. It was a good way to open up
the eyes of the kids and also to bring out the
creativity in them. So we played the ‘market game’
teaching them the value of money, and station
games, to test the depths of their understanding.
When we had free time, we would jump into the
river with the kids and indulge in the
companionship. The kids there are very lovable and it only takes a smile to become best
friends. Besides teaching them the normal textbook stuff, I wanted to instil confidence and
perseverance in them. I had a kid, Alena, who was very weak and takes a lot of TIME AND
PATIENCE to get through to her. After spending four weeks with her, I am proud to say
that I managed to help her remember her times-table from 1 to 7. You could also see that
she was proud of her accomplishments.
“ The kids buying and selling ”

“ MANDI SUNGAI! ”

“ ME, ALENA AND THE BOYS! ”

The people of Long Lamai, are a wonderful bunch of people. The Penans are generally the
tribe that is lowest in the hierarchy of tribes. Wherever they go, people look down on them.
What I saw in them was God’s LOVE. They are determined to move forward, persevering to
make a better live for themselves. The elders of the villagers have church service every
morning at 5 a.m., after which they would pack their stuff and head into the forest to
work in their farm. They opened their own kindergarten for the younger kids from age 7 to
9 to help them improve on
language skills, English in particular. Sundays is regarded as
Sabbath and no one is allowed to go into the forest or to work.
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Everyone stays at home, spending quality time with the family. The villagers have many
talents, they can draw, hunt, build homes, cook and make handy-crafts. Currently, there is a
group of villagers doing bible translation (from Malay into Penan) and a group writing story
books in Penan (for the village kids and the kindergarten). They write and draw their own
picture based on true experiences or ancient tales.
The youths took us on adventures. We went collecting snails, midnight fishing, collecting
paku-pakis and “daun ubi kayu”, swimming, floating with the water current -they call it “ikut
air”, jungle trekking and blow piping. Everything was PERFECT.

“ Picnic in the jungle ”

“ Fruit of Labour ”

The whole experience was completed with His LOVE and GRACE. In there, I read so many
verses that I never explored in the bible before. Every new day, there was something new
to read about, and it got me to be excited to wake up and do my quiet time with Him. The
peacefulness of the village made it ever so easy to feel His presence. I borrowed Pastor
Vincent’s (the village pastor, we stayed in his home) English-Malay bilingual bible, and it
made it more interesting. Later, I explored my favourite verses in the Penan translation of
the bible. I learnt so many worship songs in Malay and Penan. I also learnt to play the guitar
from pastor. He is very skilfull and he has such a beautiful voice. One of his other talents is
that he can whistle with his nose. AMAZING HUH!
When it was time to leave we were asked to give our testimonies, and I gave mine in Penan.
The people said I spoke the language like a true Penan, and since I even look like one, I
guess you can say that I was at HOME.
Weeks after coming back…… I was still ‘home sick’. I read through my journal, and this is
what I had written on the last night:
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“I remembered a special night. That night that I wished I did not have to face. I recalled
the tears. Every drop that rolled down from their cheeks and mine. How we held close and
not letting go. Not being able to face the reality of what will happen the next morning. (If
tomorrow never comes, will you know how much I love you?) How even after we thought the
tears had run dry, it still found a way to our faces. The swollen puffy red-eyes we all had.
You sat next to me, whispered in my ear.... I remembered.... I remembered the exact words
you said and as I play it again and again in my head.... No, it is not good bye. Though the
current was pulling me away from you, I knew deep down in my heart, this is not good bye. I
have not finished what He has placed in my heart. This is not farewell. No, not a good bye.
This, this is a 'see you later', be it here on earth or in heaven, one day. What I'm trying to
say is, I miss you. All of you. Everything about each of you has a special meaning to me.”
I went into Long Lamai thinking that I will be giving, but I came out receiving. My heart is
where it is, it is at HOME. Jian kenin uban mengajar saya apa itu <3 (Thank you for teaching
me, what is <3 )
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Noah’s Ark: Everything I needed to know, I learned from Noah’s Ark

ONE: Don't miss the boat.
TWO: Remember that we are all in the same boat!
THREE: Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah built the Ark.
FOUR: Stay fit. When you're 60 years old, someone may ask you to do something really big.
FIVE: Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done.
SIX: Build your future on high ground.
SEVEN: For safety's sake, travel in pairs.
EIGHT: Speed isn't always an advantage. The snails were on board with the cheetahs.
NINE: When you're stressed, float awhile.
TEN: Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals.
ELEVEN: No matter the storm, when you are with God, there's always a rainbow waiting.
Please pass this on to people you want to be blessed.
Give it! Don't just get it!
Most people walk in and out of your life,
But FRIENDS leave footprints in your heart.
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Grace upon Grace—A Devotion
by Eddie Cloer

Editor Note: This devotional lesson is taken from Biblecourses.com website, which is the website for
“Truth for Today World Mission School”. It was written by Eddie Cloer to complement the study of the
book “The Agony and Glory of the Cross- ISBN9780976032793”. The Editor quoted this author in the
“Eds Speak” of this edition.

“Grace Upon Grace”
“For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace” (John 1:16).
God’s loving kindness was present in Old Testament times, but its clarity and completion of
application did not come until Jesus brought it through His life, death, and resurrection. John emphasized this truth, saying, “For of His full-ness we have all received, and grace upon grace” (John 1:16).
Our hearts are greatly encouraged by this phrase “grace upon grace.”
Old Testament saints knew that God would save them through His mercy, but they did not comprehend the “how” of it. They simply had to trust in God to forgive their sins. With the coming of Jesus—
with His death and resurrec-tion and with the completed revelation of the New Testament—we can now
see and under-stand the fullness, the all-sufficiency, of His grace. Now that the veil has been pulled
back by the sacrifice of Jesus, we are able to see God’s great plan for the ages. (See Romans 3:25, 26;
Hebrews 9:15.)
God, our Father, has always extended “grace upon grace” to those who trust in Him. How-ever, His
people in the Old Testament only saw it through the lens of the old covenant revela-tions and
ordinances—those given through the law of Moses. Now, through Jesus, we can grasp far more
completely the fullness of His grace and truth.
A saving grace. God initially saved us by His grace. We could call this grace a “saving grace,” for it is a
grace that has redeemed us from our past sins. (See Romans 3:23–25; 5:1, 2.) Saved people are those
people who have been brought into a redemptive relationship with God. They have been cleansed of
their sins and put into a right relationship with the God who made them.
A sustaining grace. God also gives us a daily grace to keep us saved. We could call this grace a
“sustaining grace,” for it is a type of mercy that daily maintains us in Him. (See 1 John 1:7.) Those of us
who have been saved by the Lord continue in a relationship with Him—through loving and obeying
God (1 John 5:2), believing in Jesus (1 John 4:15), confessing our sins (1 John 1:8, 9), and loving the
brethren (1 John 3:14). Not only has He saved us, but He also keeps us saved. In His lovingkindness, He
continually cleanses us. Through our choice and His choice, His grace shelters us within the confines of
His salvation. He holds on to us, and we hold on to Him.

PAGE 20

A

R

T

I C

L

E

S

A strengthening grace. He gives us grace to see us through our trials. We could call this grace
“strengthening grace,” for it is a blessing that empowers us to face all the difficulties and struggles that
come to us. When Paul con-fronted his thorn in the flesh, he prayed that God might take it away. When
God said, “No, you must bear it,” Paul found that a special grace was given to help him bear it. He
related to the Corinthians what had happened:
And [God] has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may dwell in me (2 Corinthians 12:9).
God told Paul that He would not remove the thorn but would give Him the grace to bear it. He did
not get the healing, but he got strengthening help. In Romans 8:35 Paul mentioned tribulation, distress,
persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, and sword, and then said, “But in all these things we
overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us” (Romans 8:37). He could say this about us
because we have saving, sus-taining, and strengthening grace.
In its full-orbed view, God’s grace is a “suf-ficient” grace. (Read 2 Corinthians 12:9.) Our
all-sufficient God has provided abundantly for every need that we have. His servant said, “And God is
able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in every-thing, you may have
an abundance for every good deed” (2 Corinthians 9:8). Consequently, our confidence concerning our
salvation should be strong and abiding. Knowing that we “stand” in His grace by virtue of our obedience
to the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1), we can sing “with grace [ca¿riß, charis]” in our hearts to the Lord
(Colossians 3:16; KJV). We can rejoice over what we have, who our God is, what God has done for us,
and where we are going.
In John’s words, we have “grace upon grace” (John 1:16). God has bestowed upon us His salvation and
His sustaining strength, a daily, continual grace that enables us to stand confi-dently before Him,
sufficient and complete in Him, regardless of our circumstances. Paul summarized God’s great,
continual extension of grace to us in one short affirmation: “And in Him you have been made
complete” (Colos-sians 2:10a).

Eddie Cloer
v- v- v- v- v
“For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as
a result of works, so that no one may boast”
(Ephesians 2:8, 9).
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by Ronald Yap

The following represents an extract from our Church website (http://www.wesleysban.org.my/churchhistory.html) and a compilation of pictures gathered from various public domain internet sources and the
Church Archives. The picture is a small reflection of 98 years of God’s continued grace over our Church.
“Wesley Seremban was founded in 1915 through the combined works of the local Chinese
community and the English missionary workers and lay people. In the late 19th century, migrants from
China came to Negeri Sembilan to prospect for tin and settled down in the Seremban and Lukut areas.
These migrants who were of the Christian faith gathered to worship in a small building near the then
Convent School field along Jalan Birch (now renamed as Jalan Dato' Bandar Tunggal). A preacher from
China had come to work among these migrants.
While the works among the Chinese was being carried out by a Chinese-speaking worker, an
English layman, Mr. Bailey who was then the Chief Police Inspector in Seremban, became active in the
church and helped start an English-speaking congregation. The District Superintendent of the area then,
Rev. W.G. Shellabear, reported in the Conference Journal of 1916 that "English speaking congregation
grew and an evening service was held. The messages at both the morning and evening services were
translated into Chinese." This was the beginning of the English Congregation and that year was 1915,
considered the birth year of the Wesley Methodist Church in Seremban.
The history of the church was closely intertwined with that of the school, the Anglo-Chinese
School, Seremban, which shared the same compound as the church…”
98 years later in 2013, the Church continues to love God and touch lives as it seeks “To be a Hospitable
Church that Touches Lives”. May the good Lord continue to grant His grace upon grace as we experience,
and witness to, Jesus Christ in our Church, surrounding community and the nation.
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Editor’s Note : 2013 Church Camp was held on 7-9th of June, at Grand Kampar, Kampar, Perak.
The speaker, Ps Matthew and Rose Ling from Sarawak expounded on the theme:
Church and Family Wholeness.

Getting ready for visit to Senoi Village
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Arriving at Senoi Village

Church Family Camp 2013

Our Vision: To be a church without walls...
Our Misson: Loving God, Touching Lives ...

We s l e y M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h S e r e m b a n
Website
www.wesleysban.org.my

Sanctuary:
Jalan Lintang, 70000 Seremban
(Opposite Terminal One Shopping Complex)

E-mail: wmcsbn@gmail.com

Office:
380, Jalan Kenanga 1,
Taman Bukit Chedang, 70300 Seremban.

Phone: (06) 7674 323

Fax: (06) 7622 870

Wesley Methodist Church stands out as a landmark building in Seremban. Being strategically situated
next to the Terminal 1 Centre, which houses the shopping complex and bus terminal, we are a high
profile church that stands ready to share the gift of salvation to all who passes through the church.
Our doors are open to anyone who is seeking the answer to life.
Welcome.
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