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It used to be, as the year came to an end, activities slowed 
down when people prepared for holidays and finished off their 
leave.  Increasingly now, we hear of many people actually work 
harder trying to finish the never ending tasks.  Statistics back 
this up as more people forfeit some of their leave or carry     
forward the longer and longer accumulated leave.  Instead of 
winding down, people are actually winding up.  Instead of time 
for reflection and rejuvenating, many are stressed and strained. 
So much for the supposedly quality life with improved         
technology. 
 
It is therefore refreshing and gratifying to have contributors who 
took time out to reflect and pen their observations and insights 
in this edition of Journey.  Pastor Paul’s Christmas message and 
George Emmanuel’s article on Emmanuel bring out the very  
essence of Christmas: that God is with us, and we should  
therefore celebrate by obeying Him and live a Christ-like life at 
all times.  Elsie Cherian’s precise poem delightfully and astutely, 
contrasted the different ways how Christmas is viewed and  cel-
ebrated.  We want to thank Mr Wong Bentong for sharing his 
thoughts about life and church.  Read also Angeline Jiva 
Ratnam’s tribute to her  uncle, the late R.S. Rajoo.  Also take a 
tour of parts of Australia with Michael Goh on his Australian 
Walk About – Part 1. 
 
The range of articles probably reflects what healthy balanced 
spiritual living is all about.  Enjoy life to the full, appreciate the 
beauty of nature and the goodness in people, and always look 
up to God. 
 
Have a blessed Christmas and a great 2010. 
 
Chow BoiChow BoiChow Boi 
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Hallelujah!  
It is Christmas!  

Pastor’s Message... 

Dear friends,  
 
Hallelujah! It is Christmas. Christmas is wonderful. Jesus has 
come and our salvation is assured. We can rejoice and be glad.  
 
I wonder whether we really have been contemplating the mean-
ing for this special season called Christmas.  
 
The scripture passage from Isaiah 9:6 says this: For to us a child 
is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
These are words spoken by the prophet Isaiah in the 7th century 
B.C. They are familiar words to us and also to all Christians who 
witnessed these words become reality in the person of Jesus, the 
son of God. 
 
Christmas is wonderful. Why? It is the day that represents that 
day more than 2,000 years ago when a virgin gave birth to the 
Son of God. It is the day that God arranged for our sins to be for-
given and our salvation to be assured. It is the day that the an-
gels and the shepherds sang praises to God. It is the day that 
Mary rejoiced, for she knew that the prophecy had been fulfilled. 
It is the day that God sent wise men to look for the Child in the 
place where the star had stopped.   
 
Christmas is the celebration of the birth of the One who was pro-
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claimed Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. It is the celebration of the Word who became 
flesh and dwelt among us. It is the celebration of God who comes 
into the world to free his people from their sins. 
 
How will we celebrate Christmas every year?  
© Will we take time for worship and meditate on God’s Word 

on this special day?  
© Will we pause for prayer and thanksgiving  before our fami-

ly’s Christmas gathering? 
© Will we prepare the way of the Lord to invite others to open 

their hearts and minds to the Saviour?    
 
It is my sincere hope that each of you set aside time to thank God 
for sending His Son, Jesus Christ into the world to save us from 
our sins. We thank God for this gift of salvation God has given us. 
Thank God that we are assured of salvation because of the One 
known as the Wonderful Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlast-
ing father, and the Prince of Peace has come with all authority. 
Thank you, Jesus!  
 
It is my sincere hope that this Christmas brings you joy and peace 
as you share the love of God with family and friends. Both Gladys 
and I wish for each of you God’s peace and love in this season of 
celebration. 
 
Blessed Christmas and New Year.  
Grace and Peace,  
Rev. Paul S Christie, Gladys, Silas and Lucas  
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Emmanuel – God With Us 

In this article we shall, by the Holy Spirit, obtained an              
understanding and revelation of God’s place and position identified 
in the forgotten name. 
 
Joseph called his name Jesus as recorded in Matthew 1:25.  In 
verse 23 we read: “…they shall call his name Emmanuel…..God 
with us”. The tragedy is that this is a forgotten aspect.  Many 
know the Lord by the lovely name of Jesus, but not much refer-
ence is made to the wonderful aspect of the name Emmanuel. 
 
The very last words of Matthew 28:20, were what the Lord said: 
“Lo, I am with you always even unto the end of the world”. Do you 
see the name ‘Emmanuel’ right there in that verse?  Matthew’s 
Gospel begins and ends with reference to His name, and yet to 
some believers it carries little significance. It is said many believers 
miss the added blessing of this aspect of His name, Emmanuel: 
God with us. Not a God who is distant but a God who is present, 
even unto the end of the world. 
 
Just consider calling these names in identification. The name 
‘Jesus’ shows what He did. He saved His people from their sins. 
The name ‘Emmanuel’ shows us who He is. So we see what God 
did and who He is. Jesus is the name which tells that He saved us 
from our sins; and Emmanuel saved us from ourselves. 
 
The biggest problem is not our past sin but the present self. We 
are our greatest problem – the unseen enemy. The more we know 
of the implications of this forgotten Emmanuel, the more we will 
be able to live here and now as God would have us to live.  Day by 
day, He bears our burden – God with us. Some people carry their    

Isaiah 7:10-14; Matt 1:18-23  
By George Emmanuel 
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burdens God never intended them to bear. Our burden remains 
because we have taken on ourselves to carry them.  We have nev-
er come to know the unfolding glory of His presence every   mo-
ment of the day. When we realize God is with us, then we no long-
er have to bear the burden. Commit our ways wholly unto the 
Lord. 
 
Most people know that Isaiah 7:14 is the prophecy that is identified 
in Matthew 1. But how many of us know to whom those words 
were first spoken? Who was the first person to hear the glorious 
words   foretelling the virgin birth of our Lord Jesus?  Those words 
were not spoken to a holy, faithful, or saintly person.  The one who 
heard that prophecy the first time was one of the greatest rebels in 
the whole of the Old Testament. Yes, he was a real, genuine     
rebel-plumb to the core. This rebel was a man full of problems, full 
of failure, and yet a man religious in the various ways that he   
himself would endeavour to show forth a religious effort.  He first 
heard these beautiful words of prophecy of the birth of the ‘Word’ 
by means of a virgin.  We can meet him in 2 Chronicles 28.  His 
name is Ahaz. More is recorded in 2 Kings:16. 
 
Ahaz became king at 20 and reigned 16 years in Jerusalem. He 
was King upon God’s throne yet he did not see what was right in 
the sight of the Lord.  He was not an old feeble king.  His basic 
problem was that he was surrounded by enemies.  He was in    
desperate trouble.  He needed all the help that he could get.  
Amazingly, he would not turn to God and seek help from the Lord 
of Hosts. The enemies were attacking his kingdom. 2 Chronicles 
28:3 and 4 tell of some of the attempts he made to reach the gods 
in his land, even to the extent of human sacrifice. There was a  
pagan god that demanded human sacrifice and Ahaz was willing to 
sacrifice his own children. 
 
God was trying to get through to this young, rebellious individual 
who was a royal and had authority – to bring him to his knees in 
confession and supplication. God was willing to help him – waiting 
for this young man to realize his hopeless inability to go it alone. 
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God was waiting to help him.  His rebellion was ruining his country, 
destroying his own family. Instead of accepting God’s way, he  
continued to rebel. 
 
Similarly, many believers find it hard to humble themselves, and 
come to the Lord, throwing themselves at His mercy and trusting 
only in His power.  Many find that hard to do, but it’s the only way 
to victory. 
 
Ahaz brought about a new form of worship – pagan style. He want-
ed to try something new – to get a new sensation – to feel won-
derful.  He wanted to have a new religious experience, going his 
own way.  People who are going in their own way always look for 
something new and sensational – something that just kind of 
shakes them up and gives them an ecstasy-type feeling. 
 
What was he going to do with the original form of worship which 
had been direct order from God? He tried to side-step it. He want-
ed to make things more the way he wanted it. God’s order – God’s 
original order for worship was three-fold: confession and sacrifice 
for sin, then the cleansing followed by the entrance to worship.  
That’s God’s established order. 
 
Instead of making the altar a place of confession of sin, he turned 
it into a place of argument.  He would ask God questions when he 
should be confessing his error. Yet, God still loved this man. God 
did not desire his death but rather he should turn from his       
wickedness and live.  The Lord gets no joy or glory when His    
people are crushed and limited by their own foolish failures.  God is 
ever ready to forgive, to love, and to restore up to a point that is 
beyond man’s thinking. 
 
In Isaiah 7:9 God says, “If ye will not believe surely ye shall not be 
established”. It is almost improper for God all of a sudden to have 
this verse right there. Ahaz would not come to God. So Isaiah says, 
“Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God; ask it either in the depth or 
in the height above”. God himself spoke to Ahaz through His 
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prophet Isaiah.  God’s love reaching out with His forgiving love to 
those He has positioned in a reigning position.  The Lord had not 
given up on Ahaz yet. Who but a loving heavenly Father would be 
so tender and patient? Certainly no earthly being would, only the 
heavenly Father.  But Ahaz did not ask for a sign – rejected God’s 
love.  He failed – stared in the face of Almighty God – wretchedly 
rejected God’s offer of love and mercy. 
 
Isaiah 7:14 was God’s response.  In the face of rebellion and    
bitterness, tension and pressure, there was God’s plan. God 
knows how to do things just right.  He is never late, never early, 
always on time.  The Lord said: ”Therefore the Lord himself 
should give you a sign: Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
son, and shall call His name Emmanuel”.  Who would have 
dreamed of   finding such a response in such a context, or in the 
face of such a mess as that! 
 
Ahaz was an example of a self-willed, ungrateful, disobedient   
rebel. To all such as him, the Word of God comes ringing down.  
There is an answer.  God has sent His word, born of a virgin, to 
be Emmanuel: God with us.  In the face of rebellion, tension, in 
the hour of crisis, self-will action, God’s answer is: God with us.      
Emmanuel saves us from ourselves and our self-way. 
 
We all thank God for Jesus who came to save the sinners, and 
thank God for Emmanuel who has come to save the believer from 
himself, from his fears, worries, and helplessness.  The Word is 
here, be of good cheer.  We have nothing to fear.   
 
Glory to God, Amen.   
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 An Interview With  

 

It was a cool Monday afternoon when we met up with Mr & Mrs 

Wong Bentong at their home in Taman England to learn more of 
their lives. Michael Goh joined me and for two hours the four of 
us had afternoon tea with biscuits while listening to Mr Wong 
reminisced the past. 
 
Mr. Wong Bentong is no stranger to many Wesley members 
especially those who have been in church for more than 5 years. 
He and his wife faithfully come for Sunday services, driving his 
own car, until recently when he needed to be driven by his son 
Steven. It was a coincidence that on that afternoon I sat down to 
chat with him, he had his car sold as it was no longer needed. 
 
Taman England is a quiet residential area and the Wongs’ house 
is at the end of a cul-de-sac and very private. It reminds me of a 
country home far away from the hustle and bustle of city life 
which is very conducive for retired living. 
 
Mr. Wong is silver haired now, which is normal for a man of 84. 
He has seen many good and happy years, and it shows in his 
face and his smile. He apologised ahead for his inability to recall 
events accurately but it turned out to be unnecessary because 
except for one or two events he could still remember his past 
quite well. 
 

Mr. Wong Bentong  
 By  Peter Yew  
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If you are curious about his name, so was I.  Mr. Wong, who must 
have been asked this question a thousand times, wasted no time 
telling me that for the love of the state of Pahang where his late 
father Dato’ Wong Ah Jang made his living and developed a close 
friendship with the then Sultan Abdullah, all his 12 children (from 
three wives) were named after either the towns or state of Pahang. 
So if you come across a gentleman named Wong Pahang, Wong 
Pekan, or Wong Kuantan, you will know for sure that he is Wong 
Bentong’s brother. 
 
Uncle Bentong, as he is affectionately known to many church 
members, married his wife Tit Imm who was nine years younger in 
Raub. He first met her in Kuantan when he was her teacher. 
Together they have three lovely children, a son and two daughters, 
who bore for them a total of nine grandchildren who are very close 
to their grandparents and visit them often.  During the interview, 
uncle Bentong constantly reminded me that Tit Imm had been a 
wonderful wife and he never regretted marrying her. I can see that 
in the manner they talk and respect each other. 
 
Uncle Bentong’s passion has been in teaching and serving in 
welfare work. He taught in several schools all over Pahang and his 
last posting was as headmaster of the SMK King George V in 
Seremban for 11 years until he retired in 1980. It was during that 
time that he joined Wesley Seremban around 1970 but was not 
baptised until around 1983 while Rev. Wong Onn Thau was the 
pastor. He was baptised by water immersion at the Gospel Hall by 
Rev. Wong.  Although he was a baptised Christian only for the past 
26 years he was already a Christian in his heart since he was 
involved in church work in Kuantan and worshipped at the Raub 
Methodist Church when the Rev. Able Eklund was pastoring. Even 
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when he was sent to Kirby College in England for his training he 
attended Sunday worship and was sad to note the poor attendance 
then. 
 
Around 1975, uncle Bentong began serving as a volunteer with the 
Persatuan Pemulihan Orang Cacat in Mambau which is a sheltered 
workshop for handicapped people of all races. He only stopped 
serving when his health and mobility became a problem. 
 
Uncle Bentong contributes his gifts towards the church selflessly. 
He wishes more members would do the same.  As a retired 
educator he used his experience serving in Christian Education; as 
a peacemaker and an empathetic person he offered to serve in the 
PPRC in which he was chairman for a few years. Uncle Bentong is a 
strong believer that care must be showed to both the elderly and 
disabled members in society and in church. In the LCEC he had 
raised on numerous occasions the need to provide cushions for 
senior members to sit in the pews as they cannot sit for long on 
hard surfaces. He was also concerned over the lack of elderly 
friendly toilets and transportation for them. 
 
At the spiritual level both Uncle Bentong and his wife share the 
same love and faith in God. In what they do they always place God 
ahead and never cease to pray for the church and fellow Christians 
in need. Their home reflects the simplicity of honest living. In their 
golden years they are setting good examples to their children and 
grandchildren, as well as to many church members the importance 
of being responsible children of God and friends to the society. 
Indeed they are good role models to follow. 
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From left: Mrs Wong, Mr Wong Bentong, Peter Yew, Michael Goh 
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Christmas At The Christmas At The Christmas At The 
MallMallMall   

 By Elsie Cherian 

Being Christmas and all, 
I went to the Mall. 

But I was outta there fast, 
Afraid I’d breathe my last, 

Pushing, shoving, children misbehaving, 
Parents yelling, babies crying, 

Snaking queues, piled high carts, 
Who dares join but the strongest hearts!? 

Songs sing praises of some guy, 
Who on Christmas Eve with reindeer fly.  

A fat guy in a red suit thrusts sweets at me, 
Shocked, I trip and hurt my knee. 

Santa Claus, they tell me, is his name, 
The same guy of the reindeer fame. 

Christmas is not about Christ, it’s clear, 
But I have a solution here. 

Clausmas for Santa’s followers and those who adhere 
To buying & selling, and crates of beer, 

And Advent, for Jesus’ followers to celebrate 
His birthday and His return to await. 
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A Tribute to the late A Tribute to the late   

Mr. R.S Rajoo  

The late Mr R.S.Rajoo is the brother of my late father, Mr. 
R.V.Rajoo. Mr. R.S. Rajoo was called Home to the Lord on October 
3rd. 2009 in the late morning. 
 
My uncle was a Singaporean and as such, he visited the Wesley 
Methodist Seremban whenever in Malaysia and both uncle and 
aunty would never miss church even when on holiday here. There 
are many members of this congregation who still remember my 
late uncle and I would like to thank you all for your prayer during 
his illness, and for your friendship and kindness to both my late 
uncle and aunt. I would also ask that you continue to pray for my 
aunt as she begins a new phase of life – alone but never lonely, 
for the Lord is her Shepherd, as He is for all of us. 
 
When my aunt is ready to take a short break away from home, 
she will visit the Wesley Methodist Seremban Church and I know it 
will bring back fond memories of worshipping here with Uncle. I 
have scanned the acknowledgement of thanks - from my aunt and 
it appeared in the Singapore Times - to the pastor and members 
of the Wesley Methodist Church. 
 
Uncle R.S. Rajoo left behind brothers in law, sister in law, cousins, 
nephews, nieces, grand nephews, grand nieces, relatives from  
Singapore, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Denmark, Holland, Sweden, the 
UK, Australia and other parts of the world.  He also left behind a 
host of friends, again from all parts of the world and from all walks 
of life.  
 
Mr. R.S Rajoo was born in Kampar, Malaysia. He was the youngest 
of three sons of my grandparents, the late Mr. and Mrs. K.       
Rajarednam. The eldest son was the late R.N. Rajoo then came 

By  Mrs. Angeline (Rajoo) Jiva Ratnam  

P A G E    1 5  



 

The Journey - Newsletter of  Seremban Wesley - December  ‘09 P A G E    1 6  

my father, R.V.Rajoo and then uncle R.S. Rajoo. 
 
The three Rajoos were very close and devoted to each other. The 
support, camaraderie and the fellowship shared were hard to find 
among siblings then, and now. They made my grandparents 
proud. 
 
R.S. Rajoo went to work in Singapore and there he met and    
married Ms. Jayam David. 
  
Now a little about uncle Seni (that was his pet name which meant 
‘sugar’ since he was the youngest) as my cousins and I remember 
him. He was very caring like aunty Jayam and every trip from        
Singapore meant lots of goodies in terms of clothes, toys and 
loads of food delicacies. You can well imagine how as kids, we 
looked forward to such gifts.  For that, we have both uncle Seni 
and aunty Jayam to thank – that I am a far more complete adult 
today - in my giving, especially to children, whenever and      
wherever I can. Both uncle Seni and aunty Jayam continued this 
‘giving’ to this day.   
 
In his giving, uncle Seni never forgot the church.  He gave      
generously to the church and the needy.  Whenever there was a 
church building fund or a need for this or that, I remember uncle 
Seni would happily write cheques for these purposes.  
 
There was a time in Singapore when my brother and I             
accompanied uncle Seni to a church. There would be a beggar 
without arms outside.  Uncle would put a whole lot of money into 
his pocket and then we’d go in.  My brother and I would have long 
finished our hurried prayers but uncle would be there, praying so 
ardently. He was generous and a devoted man of God.  Even in 
other places, if uncle Seni saw a need, he would give generously. 
 
I am also told of uncle Seni helping to get jobs for people who 
needed them.  In his capacity in a well established Golf Club in 
Singapore, he was in a position to help and that was exactly what 
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he did. He was the kind of man who would go out of his way to 
help others.  God had put him there for a purpose which he 
had fulfilled well. 
 
Many people who visited Singapore from afar also found a 
home in their home - this is how much God blessed both uncle 
Seni and aunty Jayam and how they blessed others. Even a 
wedding took place in their home as these relatives from Sri 
Lanka did not have a proper place in Singapore to have the    
wedding.  
 
At a personal level, uncle Seni was very special to myself and 
my family.  He gave me away at my wedding, in this very 
church. To me, that was a very significant moment in my    
husband Jiva’s and my life.  Uncle Seni and aunty Jayam were 
there for me as both my parents had passed away.  
 
Jiva has also been very, very comfortable with uncle Seni and 
aunty Jayam. He feels at home with uncle and aunty. I am 
thankful for this as it was Jiva who drove me to Singapore on 
almost all my trips except for one or two where I took a coach 
due to his work or attending to our children’s needs.  
 
Both uncle Seni and aunty Jayam were there when our       
children were born – Anne Grace and Leonard.  In fact, they 
were in Seremban days before the    babies were born, and 
waited outside the labour room with Jiva.  Uncle stayed on in 
Malaysia for both my confinements to be of help and           
assistance, and to drive us around. Till this day, not a birthday 
has passed without Anne Grace and Leonard receiving birthday 
cards from uncle and aunty, and the same goes for all the oth-
er grand nephews and nieces. 
 
When I left for the UK to continue my post graduate studies in 
1997, Anne Grace was only 3½ and Leonard 2½. Uncle stayed 
in Seremban with us and aunty jayam who was teaching at the 
time would come during week-ends. I knew the  children were 
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in safe hands with them around, supervising things at home to-
gether with my husband, and this enabled me to complete my 
studies smoothly in Sheffield.  
 
I do not know what the years ahead will be like for us, but I know 
that, just like my parents and other good people, both uncle Seni 
and aunty Jayam have taught us much and this has made us   
better and richer people and I hope that by our lives, we have 
passed a part of this to our children, and to their children, friends 
and those who pass in and out of our lives. 
 
Now, we bid a temporary farewell to uncle Seni for we shall meet 
on that beautiful shore.... by the sweet by and by..... I would like 
to end this article with the words of my aunt in her                 
acknowledgement in the  Singapore Times : “ You who are close 
to God have been close to me during my difficult times so though 
alone, I have never been lonely”. 
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My Australian “Walk-About” 
Part 1 

By Michael Goh 

My Australian “walk-about” began with courtesy of AirAsia - 
(remember their tagline “now everybody can fly”?). That was 
what made me booked online for the low fare to Melbourne at RM 
299 (one way). That was in April 09.  My travel began on June 
22nd. and ended on July 31st. I departed for Melbourne on June 
22nd. @ 1.45P.M. and arrived in Melbourne at 11.00P.M.   

I was met by my nephew (Royston) who sent me to his parents’ 
home at Mulgrave, a suburb of Melbourne. The late night       
temperature at the airport was about 90C. My sister-in-law,    
Kathleen Sta Maria, had seen to my creature comforts and I 
quickly settled in for the night. She had done all this before    
leaving for Malaysia to visit her siblings and would only be       
returning (on the 23rd) the day after my arrival in Melbourne.  
After a restful night, I woke up refreshed, to a bright sunny  
morning.  

My nephew's wife Karen Liang, was kind enough to have dropped 
by earlier to deliver breakfast for me and to inform me that she 
would be dropping by later to take me out for lunch. Lunch was 
'dim sum' at a Chinese restaurant. After lunch we did some 
'lepak'-ing at one of the numerous shopping complexes in    Wa-
verley before going to pick up her two boys (Nathan & Braden) 
who were at school. After that, I was pretty much on my own. 
Later that night, my sister-in-law and her husband (Cedric Sta Ma-
ria) arrived home from Malaysia.  

Cedric had arranged for the whole family to spend a weekend on 
Phillip Island, a seaside holiday resort about one and a half hour's 
drive from Melbourne. We departed on 25th. June and returned on 
the 29th.   
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Phillip Island is actually an extension of the southernmost tip of 
the Melbourne coastline.  It's connected to the mainland by a 1 
km long bridge. Since it was winter, the weather was a bit nippy 
(chilly and brisk) when it rained. Otherwise, it was just like any 
seaside resort, sunny and windy. Surfers would love its long 
coastline and strong surfs on a windy blustery day.  Briefly, Phillip 
Island is renowned for its many popular Australian wildlife, name-
ly, penguins, seals and kangaroos. The world renowned 'Penguin 
Parade' originates from this place – but I was not so  fortunate as 
to witness it!  

The holiday bungalow we stayed in (courtesy of Cedric's friend) 
was a four-bed-room, double-storied bungalow. All the beds were 
equipped with electric bed warmers - talk of creature comforts! 
The small picturesque town of Cowes on the island is the hub of 
social activity be it day or night.  

The Holiday Bungalow Michael Goh stayed in Phillip Island 

Another place of interest is called the 'Nobbies'. This is where you 
can watch seals as they return to rest after three days of foraging 
in the ocean to feed their young. Here again I was disappointed 
because I saw no seals. The 'Nobbies' is a collection of rocky  
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outcrop from the sea, where seals usually gather to rest, with the 
largest one of them looking like a pyramid. Visitors can walk along 
a wooden boardwalk all the way down to the edge of the cliff over-
looking the rocks. The 'Nobbies' is situated at the    southern tip of 
the island.   

After my return from Phillip Island, I planned to visit my niece in 
Adelaide. I had originally wanted to experience a rail journey from 
Melbourne to Adelaide - a one and a half day's journey, but had to 
abandon the idea because of the duration of travel and cost. The 
train journey costs something like AUD350, while it only cost me 
AUD85 by Qantas Airline and the flight only takes one and a half 
hours!  Of course, I took the plane – I was on a shoestring budget! 
I left for Adelaide on 9th July.   

My niece, Maggie Moey picked me up at the airport and since it 
was in the late morning, she wanted to do some marketing so I 
accompanied her. It was then that I discovered I had dropped my 
passport! I told her about it and she insisted we retraced our steps 
to the airport. Upon making inquiries at the airport, we were told 
that, indeed a passport was found in the lobby of the airport and 
handed to security.  We proceeded there and lo and behold, I dis-
covered the passport was mine! You cannot imagine the hassle I 
would have to go through to replace a lost passport with the    rel-
evant Malaysian authorities!  

After this episode, we returned to the Central Market and          
Chinatown where you can find almost any kind of Asian spices/
herbs that you can possibly think of, except maybe one or two 
which Aussies may not have heard of. So cooking curry kapitan 
chicken, Penang laksa or making 'Lor Bak' posed no problem at all, 
because all the ingredients that you needed for these dishes were 
readily available in Adelaide's Chinatown. 

(To be continued) 
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Update From Myanmar  
By Solomaon Socher 

I would like to thank all of you who pray for our  family, and our 
ministry in Burma. Because of your prayer and caring we were able 
to touch the lives of thousand of people by the unconditional love 
of God.  We will go to Thailand and Burma around 4th November if 
I don't have to attend a school to learn German.  Most people at 
my stage already speak German very well. I am still struggling in 
speaking. I have a lot of theory and brain knowledge, but I don't 
have much understanding and conversational skills in the German 
language yet. So I still have lots of catch up to do. 
  
We were really blessed as a family. We are doing very well as   
couple. We can see how much we can work for God's              
Kingdom because we are together.  Heidi really cares for me, and 
she encourages me all the time to pursue vision and dream that 
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God has given to us as family.  Heidi always reminds me that we 
can have Godly Dream and Vision, but they will come with 
stresses and problems, and we have to respond in a Godly    
manner: that is, not to worry but regard them as joy. Don't re-
spond to stress with worldly way of complaining or blaming other 
or worse, blaming God.  I applied this principle to handle the 
stresses in Godly way, and it works.  We have peace and    
blessing of God in the midst of oppression. We see God love 
overcoming all the problems and challenges in our life. 
 
Our three children Rinnah (2005), Johanna (2007) and Jonathan 
(2009) really brought in a lot of joy and happiness to Heidi and 
me. Rinnah attends Kindergarten, and she really loves it. She 
meets all the requirement of her teacher.  And Johanna wanta to 
follow her sister to Kindergarten every day, but she is not allow 
to do that just yet. I am amazed by Johanna, she is two and half 
years old, but she follows all the activities done by kids of four 
years old.  She knows more then her age. 
 
Jonathan is seven weeks old now.  He starts to communicate a 
lot to Heidi and me by his little sound from his mouth, he is real-
ly healthy and a handsome boy. 
  
 
In Christ,  
Solomon, Heidi, Rinnah, Johanna and Jonathan. 
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November  
 
14th                          
6th LCEC Meeting 
 
14th                               
Kindergarten Concert/
Graduation 
 
21st  - 24th                           
34th Session TRAC 
  
27th  - 29th                           
Church Forward Planning 

 

October  
 
02nd - 04th     
ICM (SFL Weekend 2) - Southern District 
 
10th                            
CG Leadership Meeting 
 
11th                            
 Kindergarten/Children/Church School 
Sunday 
 
24th                            
 CG Fun Night 
 
25th                     
MSF Sunday 

 

Church 

 

Events 

 

2009 

 

 

December  
 
08th — 13th                     
TRAC Youth Leadership            
Development Program (YLDP) 
 
18th - 19th                             
Christmas Caroling 
 
20th                
Church School Christmas Party 
 
25th 
Christmas Day 
 
31st                              
New Year’s Watch Night Covenant 
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February  
 
01st-10th, 20th —28th                      
Jeremiah School (continued) 
 
17th                               
Ash Wednesday 
 
23rd -25th              
TRAC Pastors Intercession Retreat 
  
  

 

January  
 
01st                            
New Year Church Prayer Service 
 
06th - 31st                           
Jeremiah School 
 
16th                
1st LCEC Meeting 
 
19th                               
1st Local Conference 
 
22rd - 23rd                            
Southern District Retreat 
 
24th                               
LCEC Installation/Stewardship/ 
Pledge Sunday 
 
18th-25th                         
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 
29th-31st                         
ICM: Introduction to              
Contemplative Retreat 

 

Church 

 

Events 

 

2010 
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March 

 

  
05th-07th                        
ICM - SFL (3) Weekend 
 
09th -12th    
TRAC MSF Camp 
 
12th – 14th                
ICM: Lent Retreat 
 
13th 
2nd LCEC Meeting 
 
14th-17th 
National Youth Prayer Retreat 
 
19th-21st 
TRAC Prayer Conference 
 
28th                            
Palm Sunday 
  

 

 

April 
 
01st                     
Maundy Thursday 
 
02nd                               
Good Friday 
 
04th                         
Easter Sunday/Kindergarten Easter 
Celebration 
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high profile church that stands 
ready to share the gift of            
salvation to all who passes 
through the church. Our doors are 
open to anyone who is seeking the 
answer to life. Welcome. 

www.wesleysban.org.my 

Our Mission: 

Loving God, touching lives 

Wesley Methodist Church stands 
out as a landmark building in Ser-
emban. Being strategically   situat-
ed next to the Terminal 1 Centre 
which houses the shopping com-
plex and bus terminal, we are a 

Our Vision: 

To be a church without walls 


